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the squadron then being prepared for Eear Admiral Eodgers.
Their recurrence at Yokohama, after the matter was better un-
derstood, led to the belief that there was to be more active service
before the year ended. Such was the fact.

The anti-foreign feeling prevailing in China, although to
some degree it had subsided in view of the vigorous show of
force by all the foreign squadrons, was more likely to revive if
any one of the nations represented there should appear to hesi-
tate to take redress in matters so seriously grave as that of the
General Sherman. The murder of the entire crew, with the de-
struction of the vessel, merely because her master had ventured
into forbidden waters for purposes of trade, was hardly to be
justified under any code of ethics. This view was that taken by
our Government in directing careful inquiry, which led to prompt
action later in the year.

At all events, orders directing the squadron to assemble at
Nagasaki in the latter part of May, 1871, reached the Benicia
at Yokohama. The Alaska, Commander H. C. Blake, a sister
ship of the Benicia, was lying with her in that port for quite
a month. These two vessels being the same in displacement,
weight of battery, size of spars and sails, and number of crew,
there was that natural and amicable rivalry between them which
distinguished the high efficiency of the older days. There were
daily competitive drills, wind and weather permitting, with
spars, sails, battery, boats and battalions. In these exercises
the Benicia usually had the advantage, perhaps, because of more
systematic routine of drill at sea, as well as in port, which
nothing but very bad weather was allowed to interrupt. Out
of such competitions there grew up in the service a high degree
of readiness for any circumstances of service and an alertness
in both officers and men that fitted them for the quickest per-
formance of duty in all the emergencies of the profession. There
could have been no better school for developing the endurance
and hardening the muscles of men, and none comparable with
it in quickening the perceptions and observation of officers. A
faculty to see things and to see them quickly need not be ex-
plained as a war need. It was to this purpose that much of
the older training tended. "We shall see how useful it was in
the campaign of the June following, to be described later on.